
 

 

 
 

Talking Points for Agency & GTCUW Speakers 
 

Intro: 

All kids are born curious, eager to figure out how the world works. For too many 

children, though, this spark for learning is prematurely extinguished due to lack of 

emotional support, access to educational programs and basic necessities. When 

adequately provided for, children build on their natural abilities year after year. 

However, children from low-income families that lack opportunities experience 

cumulative learning losses that put them at a further disadvantage.  

 

Greater Twin Cities United Way believes that all children have the potential to 
succeed if given access to programs that support their inherent love for learning.  
 

If you are an agency speaker, please share: 
 your agency’s relationship to UW, 

 how you partner with GTCUW and the value of that partnership 
 your agency’s mission and programs 

 a story (personal or of a client) 
 
If you are a United Way Representative, please weave in: 

 Some stats on afterschool & summer education (pick a few): 
o Due to summer learning loss, teachers must spend approximately two 

months re-teaching material from the previous school year. That 
means roughly 22% of the school year is lost instructional time.  

o More than a decade of research shows that youth who participate in 
quality programs improve in key areas that foster school success, 
including social and emotional development, increased interest and 
engagement in school, homework completion rates, improved 
classroom grades and performance on standardized tests and 
avoidance of risky behaviors.1 

o Afterschool programs contribute to narrowing the achievement gap by 
inspiring learning and giving a boost to youth who need extra support. 

                                                           
1
 Greater Twin Cities United Way, “Helping Children Succeed: Request for Proposals”, September 29 2014. 



 

 

Increasing access to quality afterschool & summer programs, 

especially for low income youth, has a direct and significant impact on 
closing Minnesota’s achievement gap.2 

o Afterschool programs keep kids safe – 220,000 Minnesota school-age 
kids are alone and unsupervised from 3 -6 pm. Afterschool is the peak 
time for kids to engage in risky behaviors, commit crime, or be the 
victim of crime.
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 The many roles United Way plays in this space: 

o Collaborator & Influencer – We collaborate with state leaders in youth 
development to create & implement research-based quality standards. 
This led to our creation of “Believe It – Build It”, the first state-wide 
guide to effective practices for youth-serving programs. This guide is 

free and available to anyone in the state of Minnesota seeking a 
framework to design quality programs for youth. 
 

o Funder – As the largest non-governmental funder in Minnesota for 

quality afterschool and summer programs, last year we invested $5.7 
M to engage 24,200 youth in these programs. 
 

Closing: 
Your investment in Inspired Minds. Bright Futures. supports high-quality 
afterschool & summer programs that keep children engaged in learning, ultimately 
building self-esteem while encouraging them to develop an appetite for knowledge 
that sets them up for a successful future. 

 
Thank you for your time today and for all that you do to make the Twin Cities the 

best place to live for ALL people in our community.  
 
 

 

                                                           
2
 Ignite Afterschool, “Afterschool Communications Toolkit”, http://igniteafterschool.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/03/Afterschool-Communications-Toolkit-Online-Mar-2016.pdf   
3
 Ibid.   
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http://igniteafterschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Afterschool-Communications-Toolkit-Online-Mar-2016.pdf

